
 

 
 
 

Position Statement on mixing private and NHS treatment. 
 
To make sure that the NHS remains free at the point of delivery and access to NHS 
services is based on clinical need, but not an individual's ability to pay, guidance 
(Guidance on NHS patients who wish to pay for additional private care 
(publishing.service.gov.uk)) states that the NHS should never subsidise private care 
with public money. 
 
This position statement has been produced to make it clear that “co-funding”, which 
is when both private and NHS funding is used for a single episode of care, is not 
permitted under NHS rules. Any additional private care must be delivered separately 
from NHS care. In line with NHS guidance, NHS Kent and Medway only supports 
shared care to be undertaken with an NHS commissioned provider providing an NHS 
service.  
 
This means, for instance, that all patients who receive a private assessment or 
diagnosis for a condition that results in needing a prescription for ongoing medication 
will need to be referred into an NHS commissioned service for ongoing prescribing to 
continue within the NHS.  
 
If a patient seeks assessment or diagnosis privately or through a provider acting in a 
private capacity (non-NHS) the GP is under no obligation to continue to prescribe 
treatment. 
 
Here is some guidance for the public: If I pay for private treatment, how will my NHS 
care be affected?  
 
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F404423%2Fpatients-add-priv-care.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cprina.sahdev%40nhs.net%7C8bcd758754e7462bd6dd08db9ce305b7%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638276271081985137%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qdXJT2%2BILL136Uf1IWko96qbZleGa%2FFTXErHIF42nWE%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F404423%2Fpatients-add-priv-care.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cprina.sahdev%40nhs.net%7C8bcd758754e7462bd6dd08db9ce305b7%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638276271081985137%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qdXJT2%2BILL136Uf1IWko96qbZleGa%2FFTXErHIF42nWE%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fcommon-health-questions%2Fnhs-services-and-treatments%2Fif-i-pay-for-private-treatment-how-will-my-nhs-care-be-affected%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cprina.sahdev%40nhs.net%7C8bcd758754e7462bd6dd08db9ce305b7%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638276271081985137%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BH2CMNJmY1HGi9D5owGgP9C953SWtLCyMFrCLlF2beI%3D&reserved=0
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